
 

As the cold wind whips across the Nevada desert, a 
group of sturdy men brave the elements in pursuit 
of the world’s most cherished metal.  They are the 
Indiana Jones’s of the mining industry, they are 
Drillers. A driller’s job is to monitor the rig's 
activity, and he is responsible for assessing the 
speed and rate at which the drill should be 
operating.  He also makes the key decisions as to 
whether the down hole conditions are conducive 
to continued drilling, or whether additional 
measures should be taken. 
 
These men are the true heirs to the legacy of the 
pick axe wielding prospectors of the 1800’s in the 
pursuit of gold, silver, and other precious 
resources.  The drillers of Northern Nevada must 
face the most brutal extremes of weather...  
 
(Continued P. 3 – Drillers) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from Steve Akerfeldt:   
 
As most will know, I have been on the Board of Firstgold 
since Sept 2006 and Chairman since June of 2007. During 
that period, Scott Dockter has successfully lead the 
Company through a period of revitalization, creating very 
exciting prospects.   On January 4, 2008, I was appointed 
CEO succeeding Scott in that role. With this step, the Board 
has chosen to split the CEO and COO roles. Scott is the 
COO and now will have more time to devote to bringing our 
processing plant on stream, directing our exploration 
program and pursuing other opportunities in Nevada, 
without being distracted by the overall executive 
responsibilities.  It goes without saying that Scott's 
knowledge of the industry, his dedication to Firstgold, and 
his determination have brought us to where we are today.  I 
am excited to be on the team that Scott has assembled, a 
group that I believe we can all be proud of, who along with 
our Board of Directors are focused on one goal, of creating 
shareholder value.   I look forward to meeting our 
shareholders, prospective investors and friends in the 
coming months.  
 
Thanks 
 
Steve 

Men At Work 
Firstgold Drillers Get Their Due 

On February 28, Firstgold Corp’s CFO celebrated 
his 8th year as an employee, having been with the 
company since February of 2000.  He was 
originally brought on board by, then CEO, James 
Cutburth, while the company was focused in the 
Internet Incubation sector.  After the collapse of 
the “Dot-coms”, he chose to remain on board and 
help the company push forward into new arenas 
and has been with the company ever since. 
 
He is married and has two children.  In fact, Jim 
is celebrating his 25th wedding anniversary in 
April of this year.   
    
 
 
(Continued P. 2 – CFO) 

Eight Years at Firstgold 
An Interview with CFO Jim Kluber  

 
Firstgold Driller Corey Rutherford

 

Discover It
(April 2008) 



 

His two children are both grown.  His daughter is 
a freshman in college, and his son was recently 
drafted by the San Diego Padres, a professional 
baseball team.   
 
With an impressive resume of more than 20 
years in corporate finance, Jim Kluber stands as 
an icon of reliability and dependability.  After 
sitting for just a few minutes with Jim, his 
sincerity and genuine commitment to the good of 
the shareholders really showed through.  When I 
him asked why he chose to stay with Firstgold 
Corp. back when the original plan collapsed, Jim 
humbly answered, “Well, it really boiled down 
to my commitment to the shareholders.  We said 
we were going to build value, and I felt it was 
my responsibility to do everything I could to 
make that happen.” 
 
I asked, in admiration, “So you are telling me it 
was just integrity?” 
 
“Pretty much, I felt we had to make every effort 
to keep the company afloat,” he replied. 
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CFO (Continued) 

And what an effort he made.  He and Scott Dockter worked tirelessly for years to keep Firstgold 
alive.  After the grueling process of rehabilitating the company and re-listing it on the OTC in 2005, 
they worked towards obtaining additional financing to bring the Relief Canyon Mine online. 
 
Now, eight years after he began his journey with Firstgold, Mr. Kluber has nearly realized the 
completion of his commitment.  With Relief Canyon’s plant and crushers nearing completion, and 
production on the near horizon, his dreams of a vitalized and active company are being realized. 
 
With the aid and support of Firstgold Corp’s highly qualified team of mining engineers, drillers, 
laboratory technicians, geologists, and administrative staff, Jim Kluber and the other Executives of 
Firstgold Corp. continue to build value, constantly looking for the next opportunity and avenue of 
growth. 
 
 
 

 
Chief Financial Officer Jim Kluber 

 



 

 
 

“Conditions can be hard, but drillers are a tough breed.” 
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They battle against snow, ice, and freezing 
subzero winds in the winter, and against 
the blistering heat and scorching sun in the 
summer.   
 
Their work demands constant vigilance 
and proficiency.  A small mistake can 
cause thousands of dollars in lost time or 
damaged equipment.  A big mistake will 
cost a driller a hand, or even his life.   
 
The job is almost always outdoors, 
making for some of the toughest and 
most physically demanding working 
conditions.  Drillers spend weeks in the 
field, and are at times stranded at their 
posts.  Many experienced drillers 
construct a “drill shack” (Seen Right), 
which offers some protection from the 
harsh winter winds.  Conditions can be 
hard, but drillers are a tough breed. 
 
They are a hard working and extremely 
talented group of individuals.   

Drillers (continued) 

It is their rugged determination which enables 
companies (like Firstgold Corp.) to test the 
geologic theories by collecting scientific data from 
deep within the Earth’s crust.  It is their energy, 
effort, and expertise that serves as the lifeline of all 
exploration and geologic development within a 
company. 
  
Currently, Firstgold Corp. operates 5 drill rigs and 
employs 17 full time drillers.  The company 
currently operates on 2 contract drilling projects, 
and employs two full time drill crews at its Relief 
Canyon Mine. Our hat is off to these men on the 
front line of Firstgold’s exploration team. 

 
Firstgold Drillers inside the drill shack 
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Relief Canyon Plant Update: 
A Snapshot of Daily Activity 
 
At Relief Canyon, there is a buzz of activity in the air.  To the north of the heap leach pads, crews are 
constructing the crushing equipment that will be used to size the ore for stacking on the proposed new 
heap leach pad.  South from them, a team is fusion welding pipe which will one day carry the precious 
gold laden solution.  All around, vehicles are darting to and fro, with cranes lifting heavy equipment 
and forklifts offloading the daily deliveries.   
 
With a grim look of control and satisfaction, Bob Cassinelli, Firstgold Corp’s Process Superintendant, 
surveys the area around him.  He, and 40 other Firstgold Corp. employees with him, are constructing a 
process plant capable of processing up to 1.9 billion gallons of solution per year, and pour gold.  His 
rugged persona seems perfectly fitting for the daunting task before them.  The stern look in his eyes lets 
everyone know that there will be no compromise, and there will be no corners cut.  
 

Crews work to reassemble the siding that was removed for the installation of FGC’s pressure vessels (seen above).



 

 
The secondary liner bed in which the fluid pipe is being laid 

Crews work to install scaffolding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the plant, tanks are set, pipe is being laid in a 
secondary containment ditch, and welding 
sparks are flying everywhere.  At the edge of 
this scene Bob and Steve Tibbals are having a 
discussion about how to interface the 14” pipe 
with the 16” fitting the tanks were built with.  
Scott Dockter looks on and comments, 
“Engineers never get it all right.  It’s up to you 
guys on the ground to find the solutions for 
everyday problems.” 
 
The progress at this multifaceted construction 
site is amazing.  What was once a large 
warehouse building with rusty equipment is now 
the site for one of the most up to date gold 
process plants in Nevada.  With the latest, state 
of the art equipment being installed, this plant is 
designed to accommodate Firstgold Corp.’s 
plans to process the mineralized materials 
believed to exist throughout the Relief Canyon 
Mine.   
 
The atmosphere is energizing and the teamwork 
impressive.  Firstgold’s Safety Manager, Loanna 
Conley, is conducting her inspection rounds.  
Seeing a potentially unsafe scenario, she shouts 
instructions as the wind blows hard on a top 
heavy box being unloaded.  In the admin 
building, Firstgold’s HR Manager is reviewing 
benefits packages and company procedures with 
the drill crews, and the purchase agent works 
with the warehouse manager to coordinate 
several deliveries. 
 
While the crews at Relief Canyon push forward 
with the construction of the plant, Firstgold’s 
Environmental Engineer is interfacing with the 
government agencies to facilitate our additional 
permits, and the company prepares to take the 
next step in its pursuit of production.   
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Very Important Legal Notice… 
This is a Firstgold Corp. internally published newsletter.  All information is generated by Firstgold Corp. employees and should not be considered as a 
valid source of objective information.    Firstgold Corp does not necessarily endorse the opinions and viewpoints expressed by employees in the articles 
and quotations found in this publication.  The matters discussed in this paper contain forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 21E of the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, and Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended that involve risks and uncertainties. Although 
Firstgold Corp. believes that the expectations reflected in such forward-looking statements are reasonable; the forward-looking statements are subject to 
risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ from those projected. Firstgold cautions investors that any forward-looking statements 
made by Firstgold are not guarantees of future performance and those actual results may differ materially from those in the forward-looking statements. 
Factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from those reflected in forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to, risks and 
uncertainties regarding the actual mineralization of Firstgold’s mining properties, the unproven nature of and potential changes to Firstgold’s business 
model, the risk that the capital and other resources that Firstgold will need to exploit its business model will not be available, and the risks discussed in 
Firstgold’s Form 10-KSB and in Firstgold’s 10-QSB's and in Firstgold’s other filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

 

 
Base of the crusher being erected.

 
Scott Dockter and Bob Cassinelli discuss crusher options. 

 

 

Progress is truly being made on all fronts as we 
reach for the goals before us.   
 
To date, the fabrication of all of Firstgold’s 
process tanks has been completed.  Nearly all of 
the steel fabrication is being finished this week.  
The next item on the construction agenda is the 
extensive amount of wiring and control 
equipment that must be installed at the site.  
Furthermore, the construction of the crushers 
and fluid conduits are expected to be complete 
within a matter of weeks.   
 
For more pictures of the construction at Relief 
Canyon, please visit www.firstgoldcorp.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
The next issue of “Discover It” is due out: 
June 30, 2008 

Not a subscriber? 
Subscribe to “Discover It” today! 
Email to info@firstgoldcorp.com with 
“Subscribe” in the subject line. 
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